
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF EXCELSIOR SPRINGS

EXCELSIOR SPRINGS, MISSOURI
NOVEMBER 6, 2006

The City Council of the City of Excelsior Springs, Missouri met in Regular Session at 6:00 PM, Monday, 
November 6, 2006 in the Council Chambers of the Hall of Waters Building.  The Meeting was called to order by 
Mayor Jim Nelson.

The opening prayer was given by Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Nelson.

Roll Call of Members: Present:    Mayor Nelson, Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor, Councilman Fousek,
   and Councilwoman Schutte
   

 Absent:   Councilman Parker

VISITORS: (Tape A27-300) 

Ms. Betty Bissell, 101 Linden, representing the Historical Neighborhood Association, addressed the Council.  Ms. 
Bissell stated her concern was with the building at 427 Benton which is to be converted into a four-plex and will 
therefore bring eight more cars into the neighborhood.  She further stated that she didn’t understand the protocol 
Planning and Zoning uses for redevelopment in a neighborhood.  Matt Tapp, Planning Director, advised Betty that 
Benton Street is zoned “R-4” which allows four units.  The City Manager stated the City would like to have the 
area rezoned as “R-2” which would bring the area down to single family dwellings.

Councilwoman Schutte asked if the City could rezone the area.  She was advised that this is a good “legal” 
question.  Mayor Nelson stated he is proud of the Neighborhood Association and commends their efforts.  The City 
Manager will check into this matter.

MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON OCTOBER 16, 2006: (Tape A301-311)

Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on October 16, 
2006.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Schutte, Fousek, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Minutes of October 16, 2006 passed and approved November 6, 2006.

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA: (Tape A312-324)

Councilwoman Schutte made a motion to approve the Agenda, as printed.  Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Fousek.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Schutte, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Agenda, as printed, passed and approved November 6, 2006.

ORDINANCE #06-11-01, SPECIAL USE PERMIT, BED AND BREAKFAST: (Tape A325-1024)



Matt Tapp, Planning Director, informed the Council that a request has been made by Ralph Eames to open a Bed 
and Breakfast at #8 Orchard Place.  Two units will be opened up, one upstairs and one downstairs. Matt went on to 
describe the requirements set by the City for opening a Bed and Breakfast.  He further stated he felt this would be a 
great addition to the community.

Councilman Fousek asked about the septic system for the property.  Mr. Eames stated the property has never been 
on a septic system…that it is connected to the main sewer line down on Kansas City Avenue.  Matt stated that city 
records indicate that the property is on a septic system and would need to see some kind of proof that it is on the 
sewer line.

Councilwoman Schutte stated that the special use permit had been denied by Planning and Zoning.  Matt Tapp 
advised that all the issues brought forth by Planning and Zoning had been addressed.  Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor asked 
what the advantage is in turning the property into a Bed and Breakfast.  The City Manager advised that it would 
become business property with a greater real estate value than a residence.

Mr. Ben Tomlinson, #4 Orchard Place, asked if there were weddings held there would it bring in more traffic. The 
City Manager advised that if weddings are to be held there an additional permit would be required.  The City 
Manager also advised that in two years a mandatory review will be held of the permit to find out if it is negatively 
impacting the neighborhood.

Ron Prewitt, owner Ray’s Lunch, addressed the Council as a former Bed & Breakfast owner.  He stated that most 
patrons are upscale and he never had any trouble during the years he owned his business.

Councilwoman Schutte suggested that in two years, neighbors be given written notification that the permit is up for 
review.  Mayor Nelson asked Mr. Eames what the rent would be per night and he stated it would be $200.00 per 
night.

Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor made a motion to approve Ordinance #06-11-01, issuing a Special Use Permit to operate a 
Bed and Breakfast at #8 Orchard Place.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Schutte.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Schutte, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Ordinance #06-11-01 passed and approved November 6, 2006.

ORDINANCE #06-11-02, AMBULANCE SERVICE AMENDMENT: (Tape A1025-1194)

Kent Cantrell, Assistant Fire Chief, briefed the Council on this Ordinance.  Kent stated this is an attempt to bring 
charges up to what Medicare will allow, especially on mileage.  The City is losing money by not charging what is 
allowed.

Councilwoman Schutte asked if this increase is in the budget and was advised that it was not.  She asked when 
these rates would go into effect and she was advised they will go into effect tomorrow if the Ordinance is passed.

Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve Ordinance #06-11-02, amending the ambulance service section in the 
City Codes.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Schutte.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Schutte, Fousek, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Ordinance #06-11-02 passed and approved November 6, 2006.

FILING DATES, GENERAL INFORMATION, MUNICIPAL ELECTION: (Tape A1195-1274)

The City Manager advised that this is simply a “call for election”



Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve the attached Notice of Publication to be published in the local 
newspaper December 1, 2006 and December 8, 2006 listing the filing dates of the April 3, 2007 General Municipal 
Election for one City Council position.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Schutte, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Municipal Election Filing Dates passed and approved November 6, 2006.

APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE #06-11-03: (Tape A1275-1389)

Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve Appropriations Ordinance #06-11-03, in the amount of 
$1,364,543.80.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Schutte.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Schutte, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Appropriations Ordinance #06-11-03 passed and approved November 6, 2006.

REMARKS – CITY MANAGER AND CITY COUNCIL: (Tape A1390-A1500, B1-B114)

City Manager Hennen:
1. Will get an answer back to the concerned neighbors of the property at 427 Benton.
2. He and Councilwoman Schutte had a meeting last week and agreed to have a six-months review and make mid-

point adjustments on the budget at that time.

3. City offices will be closed for Veteran’s Day on Friday, November 10th, and will be closed Thanksgiving Day 
and the day after, November 23 and 24, 2006. 

4. Last year the Council did not have a second meeting in December due to the holidays and travel.  Will need the 
Council’s input at the next meeting to see if they want to do this again this year.

Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor:
1. What about the Hall of Waters Spa?
2. What about the Wyman School project?
3. The painting on the building on Broadway looks good.
4. Broadway starting to look a lot like Christmas.

Councilwoman Schutte:
1. Did have a good meeting with the City Manager in regard to concerns she had on where the City stands on the 

budget.  She stated that if they have a six months review with a budget adjustment this will give the 
Council a best guess where they will be at the end of the year.  This information should then be provided 
every month until the end of the fiscal year.

Councilman Fousek:
1. Is happy as a clam!

Mayor Nelson:
1. Stated he wanted to meet this young man in the audience.  The young man was Jeremiah Still, a member of the 

Boy Scouts of America, who is attending the Council meeting to earn a merit badge. Mayor Nelson 
welcomed Jeremiah to the Council Meeting.

With no further business at hand, Mayor Nelson adjourned the Regular Council Meeting at 6:56 PM.



ATTEST: _____________________________________
JIM NELSON, MAYOR

_______________________________
FRANCES SMITH, CITY CLERK


