
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF EXCELSIOR SPRINGS

EXCELSIOR SPRINGS, MISSOURI
DECEMBER 4, 2006

The City Council of the City of Excelsior Springs, Missouri met in Regular Session at 6:00 
PM, Monday, December 4, 2006 in the Council Chambers of the Hall of Waters Building.  
The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Jim Nelson.

The opening prayer was given by Mayor Nelson

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Nelson.

Roll Call of Members: Present:    Mayor Nelson, Councilman Fousek,
   Councilman Parker and Councilwoman Schutte
   

 Absent:   Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor

VISITORS: (Tape #1 A10-850) 

Mr. Richard George, 813 Wilhite, advised the Council that he knew the City passed an 
ordinance in the 1980’s banning pit-bulls.  Mr. George’s question was why is a car being 
pulled over by the Police for not having a rear license plate ticketed for having a pit-bull 
leashed inside and being taken to the Vet.  This dog’s owner lives in Elkhorn.  

Councilman Parker advised Mr. George that pit-bulls are banned inside the city limits and 
that is why a ticket was issued.  Mr. George wanted to know what he could do to get this 
ordinance changed.  Mayor Nelson stated that it is not up to the Council to pass a new 
ordinance; that if the officer gives a ticket it is up to the Judge to decide if the ordinance is 
vague and the case needs to be thrown out.  The City Manager stated Mr. George needs to 
meet with a third party in court.  At this stage we cannot second guess the officer and he 
needs to have his hearing in court.

The City Manager also advised Mr. George that if he will leave his address with the clerk, he 
will see that necessary papers are mailed to him showing how to go about getting an 
ordinance changed.

Mr. Mike Edwards, 312 Virginia Road, Customer Serv. Adv./Bus. Perf. Specialist of 
AmerenUE, addressed the Council.  Mr. Edwards gave the Council an update on their 
requested rate increase of 17% for residential customers.  He stated this request is an 11 
month process and is the first rate increase for AmerenUE in twenty years.  There will be a 
hearing in Excelsior Springs on January 11, 2007 at 6:00 PM in the ITV Room at the High 
School.  AmerenUE should hear something back on the rate request by June of 2007.  Mr. 
Edwards also distributed a brochure entitled, “What To Do During A Power Outage”.

Mrs. Wanda George, 813 Wilhite, asked the Council what the status is on the proposed 
Community Center building. Will the new Center be for young and old alike.  There is 
nothing for kids to do downtown; she sees a blockage of programs for young people.  She 
will do anything to get a new Community Center going.  We need to ask what we can do to 
get kids involved in good things, not classify them as undesirables.  She further stated that 
people in Excelsior are going to Liberty and elsewhere and paying them for activities.  She 
also stated that the sports programs are the best thing for kids in the summer; but, it is not 
enough.  She suggested that Parks and Recreation start signing kids up for programs earlier 
in the season before they have a change to sign up for programs in Lawson, Kearney or 



Liberty.

Mayor Nelson stated the City is trying to find a way to fund a Community Center and money 
to operate it; that it is still a definite possibility.  The Mayor stated that Capital Improvements 
have decided to replace playground equipment in Piburn Park this summer.  He also advised 
Mrs. George that everything she hears about the City may not always be true.

Councilwoman Schutte asked Mrs. George if the summers are the worst…will the new 
playground equipment help.  She also stated that Parks and Recreation does an excellent job 
on programs for those who are willing to participate.

Councilman Fousek stated programs run by the City of Liberty does not even come close to 
breaking even.  If the Community Center should run in the red, it would have to come out of 
the General Fund to operate it.  If the possibility of a Community Center becomes feasible, it 
will be put on the ballot.

Mayor Nelson stated that Councilman Fousek is the Council’s liaison with the Park and 
Recreation Board and suggested that Mrs. George get with him and have him bring it up to 
Park and Recreation about starting their sign-up earlier in the season.  Councilman Fousek 
invited Mrs. George to the next scheduled meeting of the Park and Recreation Board.

MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 20, 2006: (Tape 
#1 A851-872)

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
held on November 20, 2006.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Schutte.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Parker, Schutte, Fousek, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Minutes of November 20, 2006 passed and approved December 4, 2006.

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA: (Tape A873-884)

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve the Agenda, as printed.  Motion was seconded 
by Councilman Fousek.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Schutte, Fousek, Parker, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Agenda, as printed, passed and approved December 4, 2006.

ORDINANCE #06-12-1, PLAN REVIEW FEES: (Tape #1 A885-1298)

Debbie Kimsey, Assistant City Manager, advised the Council that this Ordinance is to allow 
the City to recover costs associated with third party plan set reviews for public element by a 
Missouri Licensed Professional Engineer.

Councilwoman Schutte asked if this was for “everybody”…if a person brings in plans and 
they don’t have to be sent out, do we still charge.  She was advised that they would be 
charged.



Rex Brinker, Public Works Director, stated this is for stamped, sealed set plans.  The City has 
an ordinance in place whereby a developer can get all his questions answered by City Staff 
on requirements, etc. prior to developing set plans.

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve Ordinance #06-12-1, amending section 
500.090 of the Municipal Code and replacing it with revised section 500.090.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Fousek.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Parker, Schutte, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Ordinance #06-12-1 passed and approved December 4, 2006.

ORDINANCE #06-12-2, PATEK & ASSOC. CONTRACT: (Tape #1 A1298-1500, B1-B51)

Councilman Fousek stated he is happy with this contract.  He feels that it is necessary for the 
City to keep someone as a lobbyist.  Working with a lobbyist is quite effective.

Councilwoman Schutte stated she does not agree.  She has done some research and found no 
other communities (towns and municipalities) have a lobbyist because of budget restraints.  
Our State Representative, Bob Nance, does a lot for this community…he can do all of these 
things.  He keeps us abreast of what is going on.  Also, she is against this expense being put 
in the Water Fund when it is a General Fund expense…especially since the Water Fund just 
had an 8% rate increase.  This is not needed by Excelsior Springs.

Councilman Parker stated that the City is well represented by Representative Bob Nance in 
the Legislature.

Mayor Nelson stated there was always two sides to everything and he can’t disagree with 
either side.

Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve Ordinance #06-12-2, accepting the 
Agreement between the City of Excelsior Springs and Patek & Associates, LLC.

The motion died for lack of a second to the motion.  Therefore; Ordinance #06-12-2 was not 
passed.

COMMUNICATIONS PROPOSAL: (Tape #1 B52-B223, Tape #2 A1-A190)

Kent Cantrell, Deputy Fire Chief, addressed the Council.  He stated that in late November one 
of the radio components that serves as the backbone to the Police ands Fire Departments’ 
wireless computer network received damage from lightning.  As a result, the network has 
been rendered inoperable.  Kent has contacted the Public Safety Sales Tax Oversight 
Committee and they gave their approval to use funds to repair the network.

Councilwoman Schutte asked if this is in the Public Safety Sales Tax budget.  She was 
advised that it was.

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve the proposal from Midwest Mobile Radio of 
$19,284.36 to repair the wireless computer network.  Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Fousek.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Schutte, Fousek, Parker, Nelson



Nays: None, motion carried.

Expenditure of $19,284.36 to repair wireless computer network passed and approved 
December 4, 2006.

APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE #06-12-3: (Tape #2, A191-A272)

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve Appropriations Ordinance #06-12-3, in the 
amount of $631,194.54.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Fousek.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Parker, Schutte, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Appropriations Ordinance #06-12-3 passed and approved December 4, 2006.

REMARKS – CITY MANAGER AND CITY COUNCIL: (Tape #2 A273-593)

City Manager Hennen:
Gave an overview of his presentation at the Chamber luncheon…the aesthetics of the 
downtown area all since March, 2006.  This included new signs, the Hall of Waters Historical 
District, the repaving of the corner of Thompson Avenue and Broadway, the new area north 
of the Hall of Waters building,  the redevelopment of the Oaks Hotel, the new historical 
columns in the Water Bar area of the Hall of Waters Building.  

Councilman Parker:
Where is the “Request for Service” for Attorneys at.  The City Manager advised that they are 
not totally done with this yet.

Councilwoman Schutte:
“Same thing” regarding Attorneys.  This first came up several months ago and she would like 
to see it out next month.
Has had a couple of calls regarding city stickers.  People are concerned with cars being 
parked in apartment house parking lots for a long time and not having city stickers.  City 
should take a look at this.
On the report of designated building significance, would like to have more information on 
this…the procedure and process.
This weekend is the Holiday Homes Tour.  All are invited.

Mayor Nelson:
His compliments to the City crews for all their hard work during the ice storm.  He realizes 
they were all out fighting the weather during this time.  Rex advised they used 100 tons of 
salt and sand mix.

With no further business at hand, the Mayor adjourned the Regular Meeting at 7:19 PM.

ATTEST:



_____________________________________
JIM NELSON, MAYOR

_________________________________
FRANCES SMITH, CITY CLERK


