
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF EXCELSIOR SPRINGS

EXCELSIOR SPRINGS, MISSOURI
SEPTEMBER 17, 2007

The City Council of the City of Excelsior Springs, Missouri met in Regular Session at 6:00 PM, Monday, 
September 17, 2007 in the Council Chambers of the Hall of Waters Building.  The Meeting was called to order by 
Mayor Jim Nelson.

The opening prayer was given by Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Nelson.

Roll Call of Members: Present:    Mayor Nelson, Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor, Councilman Fousek
   Councilman Parker and Councilwoman Schutte
      

 Absent:   None

VISITORS: 

There were no visitors at this meeting who wished to address the Council.

NOTE:  Jeff Duncan, who was appointed to the Parks and Recreation Board on August 20, 2007, was present and 
was administered the “oath” by the City Clerk before the Regular Meeting was started.  Jeff was also presented with 
a “Certificate of Appointment”.

MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 4, 2007: (Tape A31-40)

Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on September 4, 
2007.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Schutte.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Schutte, Fousek, Taylor, Nelson
         Abstain: Parker

Nays: None, motion carried.

Minutes of September 4, 2007 passed and approved September 17, 2007.

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA: (Tape A41-63)

Mayor Nelson stated that Item #2, Ordinance #07-9-5, should be removed from the Agenda.

City Manager Haugland stated that Items #5 and #6, Resolution #743 and Ordinance #07-9-8, should both be 
included in Item #5 as they pertain to the same subject.

Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve the Amended Agenda.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem 
Taylor.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Parker, Schutte, Fousek, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Amended Agenda passed and approved September 17, 2007.

PROCLAMATION – GABRIEL CORDOVA: (Tape A74-225)



Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor read, aloud, a “Certificate of Recognition” recognizing Gabriel Cordova for risking his life 
to save two year old Olivia Cullen from drowning in a swimming pool on July 8, 2007.  This certificate was then 
presented to Gabriel.

Rodney Collum, 2310 Rhonda Road, father of the two year old child, explained to the audience how Gabriel saved 
the girl’s life.  Gabriel and others were going down the slide into the pool, jumping out and running around to go 
down the slide again.  Gabriel did not jump out of the pool after his slide, he went to the other end of the pool 
where he found Olivia Cullen floating under water.  Gabriel then pulled the girl above the water and summoned 
help so the girl could be saved.  No one else even knew the child was in the pool.

Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor also presented Gabriel with a $25.00 certificate from Wabash Bar-B-Que, a $50.00 gift 
certificate from Wal-Mart and tickets to a Kansas City Royals game…with free parking.

Mayor Nelson stated how proud he is of Gabriel…from the Council and everyone here.

ORDINANCE #07-9-6, EVENT PEDESTAL PROTOTYPE: (Tape A226-324)

Chad Birdsong, Director of Public Works, briefed the Council on this Ordinance.  He stated the estimated cost of 
the item will be $4,000 and funds will come from Capital Improvements Authority.

Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve Ordinance #07-9-6, authorizing Construction Services Department to 
construct a Prototype Event Pedestal.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Parker.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Parker, Schutte, Fousek, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Ordinance #07-9-6 passed and approved September 17, 2007.

ORDINANCE #07-9-7, BUS PARKING AT 1218 N. JESSE JAMES ROAD: (Tape A325-545)

Frank Davis, Planning and Zoning Director, briefed the Council on this Ordinance.  Frank explained that Planning 
and Zoning Board had approved this issue providing it met with the approval of the Fire and Police 
Departments…which it did not.

John Blackburn, owner of the building at 1218 N. Jesse James Road, addressed the Council and stated he did not 
believe there were any safety issues with this building and location.  He also requested the Council to work with the 
bus company to acquire satisfactory parking.

Councilman Fousek made a motion to “deny” Ordinance #07-9-7.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Parker.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Schutte, Fousek, Parker, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Ordinance #07-9-7 was “Denied” on September 17, 2007.

RESOLUTION #743, 2008 BUDGET APPROPRIATION REQUEST, HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION, AND ORDINANCE #07-9-8, FY 2008 HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND GRANT PROJECT 
APPLICATION: (Tape A546-1086)



Betty Bissell, 101 Linden, Chairwoman of the Historic Preservation Commission, addressed the Council outlining 
the Commission’s request for a budget for FY 2008.  Their total budget request is $5,815 for the year.  The 
Commission will also charge a $25.00 fee for a “Certificate of Authenticity”.  Frank Davis, P & Z Director, stated 
the Commission needed to hire someone to deal with property owners one on one.

Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve Resolution #743 stating intent to seek funding through the Historic 
Preservation Fund Grant Program and authorizing the City Manager to pursue activities in an attempt to secure 
funding.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Parker, Schutte, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Resolution #743 passed and approved September 17, 2007.

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve Ordinance #07-9-8, authorizing funding through the Historic 
Preservation Fund Grant for the Hall of Waters District.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Fousek.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Parker, Schutte, Fousek, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Ordinance #07-9-8 passed and approved September 17, 2007.

ORDINANCE #07-9-9, 2007 BUDGET AMENDMENT, PRICE CHOPPER REVENUE FUND: (Tape A1087-
1121)

Steve Marriott, Finance Director, advised the Council that he had failed to put money in the budget amendment 
passed at the last Council Meeting to close out the Price Chopper Revenue Fund.

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve Ordinance #07-9-9, amending the 2007 Budget for the Price Chopper 
Revenue Fund.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Fousek.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Schutte, Fousek, Parker, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Ordinance #07-9-9 passed and approved September 17, 2007.

APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE #07-9-10: (Tape A1122-1183)

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve Appropriations Ordinance #07-9-10, in the amount of $875.682.18.  
Motion was seconded by Councilman Fousek.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Parker, Schutte, Taylor, Nelson

Nays: None, motion carried.

Appropriations Ordinance #07-9-10 passed and approved September 17, 2007.

REMARKS – CITY MANAGER AND CITY COUNCIL: (Tape A1184-1590)

City Manager Haugland:
1. Introduced Chad Birdsong as the new Public Works Director and Phil Hodges as the new Public Utilities 

Director, effective September 15, 2007.  There was no sense putting a supervisor above either of these two 
men.



2. There will be a special Council Meeting on Monday, September 24, 2007, to approve the budget.  There may 
also be a short LCRA meeting.

3. Would like to thank the Council for allowing him to attend the Missouri Municipal League Conference last 
week.  He feels this was time well spent.

4. Would like to thank the Council and the Chamber of Commerce  for the “welcoming” last week.
5. Would like to thank Kent Cantrell for putting the retirement reception together for Bill Stewart, who retired as 

Fire Chief last week after 42 years of service.
6. Congratulate Steve Marriott for receiving the “Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 

Reporting” from the Government Finance Officers Association.

Councilman Parker:
1. Sorry he missed the last Council Meeting.
2. Congratulates Chad Birdsong and Phil Hodges on their promotions.
3. Informed Steve Marriott that he is impressed with the budget.

Mayor Pro-Tem Taylor:
1. Congratulates Chad Birdsong and Phil Hodges on their promotions.
2. Thanked members of the Historic Preservation Commission for their patience in getting their commission 

budgeted and started.
3. Thanked the Council for letting him recognize Gabriel Cordova.  We should do more to recognize our young 

people.

Councilwoman Schutte:
1. Congratulates Chad Birdsong and Phil Hodges on their promotions…they have done everything that was 

expected of them.
2. Thanked members of the Historic Preservation Commission for their hard work…it was a couple of years 

coming together.
3. It was an emotional retirement for Bill Stewart.
4. Inquired about the “bus” situation.

Councilman Fousek:
1. Advised Chad Birdsong and Phil Hodges to never trust MoDOT.
2. It has been his pleasure to serve as liaison to the Historic Preservation Commission.  The community has 

worked very hard and the commission has worked very hard to get it started.  Everyone in the community 
wants to preserve our historical district.

3. Congratulated Steve Marriott on the budget and the whole City Staff for working as a team. At this time, Steve 
distributed copies of his letter from the Government Finance Officers Association and a copy of the 
certificate/plaque which will be forthcoming.

Mayor Nelson:
1. Congratulations are in order…to culminate the whole thing, he is awfully proud of all employees, department 

heads, and the City Manager for his leadership.  Chad and Phil are being recognized for work they have 
done all along.

With no further business at hand, Mayor Nelson adjourned the Regular Council Meeting at 6:55 PM.

ATTEST: __________________________________
JIM NELSON, MAYOR

_________________________________
FRANCES SMITH, CITY CLERK


