
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF EXCELSIOR SPRINGS

EXCELSIOR SPRINGS, MISSOURI
OCTOBER 20, 2008

The City Council of the City of Excelsior Springs, Missouri met in Regular Session at 6:00 PM, Monday, October 
20, 2008 in the Council Chambers of the Hall of Waters Building.  The Meeting was called to order by Mayor 
Schutte

The opening prayer was given by Doug Richey, Pastor of Pisgah Baptist Church. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Schutte.

Roll Call of Members: Present:     Mayor Carolyn Schutte, Mayor Pro-Tem Ambrose Buckman,
    Councilmen Ken Fousek, Jim Nelson, and Sonny Parker
         

 Absent:    None

VISITORS:  

There were no visitors at this Council Meeting who wished to address the Council.

MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, OCTOBER 6, 2008: (Tape A50-67)

Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on October 6, 
2008.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Buckman.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Nelson, Parker, Fousek, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Minutes of October 6, 2008 passed and approved October 20, 2008.

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA: (Tape A68-76)

Mayor Pro-Tem Buckman made a motion to approve the Agenda, as printed.  Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Parker.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Parker, Fousek, Nelson, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Agenda, as printed, passed and approved October 20, 2008.

AMERENUE UPDATE: (Tape A77-352)

Michael Edwards, Customer Serv. Adv/Bus. Perf. Specialist of AmerenUE, addressed the Council stating he 
wished to bring the City up-to-date on AmerenUE’s progress during the past year.  Mike stated the bad news is 
there will be a rate increase in AmerenUE’s service beginning in March of 2009.  This rate increase was filed before 
the Public Services Commission on April 4, 2008.  If it is approved, it will be a 12% increase to cover costs of 
maintenance, fuel and transportation costs.  This is only the second rate increase in seven years.  They will be 
initiating a “Power-On” program for one billion dollars for tree trimming and putting service lines underground.  
There will also be a “Reduce Energy Program” instituted to educate residents and businesses on how to save energy.  
A six billion project will be used to build a nuclear facility.  AmerenUE is one of the largest taxpayers in the 
county – paying $544,000 in personal property tax last year.

Councilman Fousek asked if the City will be provided with a copy of where they bury cables.  Mike stated that 



they will work directly with the City in burying cables.  Councilman Nelson asked if the recent copper thefts had 
impacted AmerenUE.  Mike stated that it has been no major impact.  Mayor Schutte stated that AmerenUE is a 
good citizen of the community.

PROCLAMATION – NATIONAL BUSINESS WOMEN’S WEEK: (Tape A353-433)

Mayor Schutte read, aloud, a Proclamation naming the week of October 19 through October 25, 2008 as National 
Business Women’s Week.  This Proclamation was then presented to six members of the group, including herself.

LIQUOR LICENSE, CHANGE IN MANAGING OFFICER, DANI’S HITCH LOT: (Tape A434-464)

Police Chief John McGovern informed the Council that in a background check, there is nothing to preclude this 
license change being made.

Mayor Pro-Tem Buckman made a motion to approve the name change of the Managing Officer for Dani’s Hitch 
Lot, located at 259 E. Broadway, to Dana K. Witt, replacing Clint Hylton.  Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Parker.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Nelson, Parker, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Change in Managing Officer of Dani’s Hitch Lot passed and approved October 20, 2008.

RESOLUTION #793, LETTER OF INTENT TO MEET CONDITIONS TO PROPOSED USDA RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT LOAN, EXCELSIOR SPRINGS MEDICAL CENTER: (Tape A465-511)

The City Manager informed the Council that this Resolution is necessary in order for the Excelsior Springs Medical 
Center to obtain an MRI Machine and for building remodel.

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve Resolution #793, approving the Letter of Conditions to Proposed 
USDA Rural Development Loan.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Buckman.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Nelson, Fousek, Parker, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Resolution #793 passed and approved October 20, 2008.

RESOLUTION #794, CRAIG PARK EQUIPMENT PURCHASE, AND RESOLUTION #798, POWELL LAKE 
PARK EQUIPMENT PURCHASE: (Tape A512-565)

Parks and Recreation Director Steve Zimmerman was on hand to brief the Council on these purchases.  Steve stated 
these expenditures are in the current budget.

Councilman Fousek made a motion to approve Resolution #794, authorizing the Parks and Recreation Director to 
purchase playground equipment for Paul Craig Park from Playpower Lt Farmington, Little Tikes, in the amount of 
$16,876.00, delivered.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Parker.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Nelson, Parker, Fousek, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Resolution #794 passed and approved October 20, 2008.

Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve Resolution #798, authorizing the Parks and Recreation Director to 
purchase playground equipment for Powell Lake Park from Playpower Lt Farmington, Little Tikes, in the amount 
of $28,964.00, delivered.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Parker.



Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Parker, Fousek, Nelson, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Resolution #798 passed and approved October 20, 2008.

RESOLUTION #795, SIGN REPLACEMENT PROGRAM: (Tape A566-666)

Chad Birdsong, Public Works Director, briefed the Council on this Resolution.

Mayor Pro-Tem Buckman made a motion to approve Resolution #795, in the amount of $10,000 for the purchase 
of all street signs and breakaway posts in the city.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Parker.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Nelson, Parker, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Resolution #795 passed and approved October 20, 2008.

RESOLUTION #796, PURCHASE OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION BUS: (Tape A667-800)

Devry Hunt, Public Works Administrative Assistant, briefed the Council on this Resolution.  She stated the city 
plans to purchase this bus as soon as the Council passes it.

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve Resolution #796, authorizing the Director of Public Works to 
purchase from Mid America Coach, a 2008 Ford Starcraft, 20 passenger bus with wheelchair accessibility, in the 
amount of $56,206.00.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Buckman.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Nelson, Parker, Fousek, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Resolution #796 passed and approved October 20, 2008.

RESOLUTION #797, 10 HIGHWAY & THOMPSON AVE STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS: (Tape A801-
1320)

Chad Birdsong presented a slide-show to inform the Council where these improvements would take place. 
Councilman Fousek suggested the City inform owners of the Mill Inn of this project.

Councilman Parker made a motion to approve Resolution #797, to allow the Director of Public Works to enter into 
an agreement with Akin, Gordon & Cowger Engineering to develop and design plans for Thompson and Hwy 10 
streetscape project in the amount of $22,350.00.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Buckman.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Parker, Fousek, Nelson, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Resolution #797 passed and approved October 20, 2008.

HOSPITAL R&E FUNDS TRANSFER: (Tape A1321-1364)

Mayor Pro-Tem Buckman made a motion to approve $41,890 be transferred from the Hospital R & E Account to 
the Hospital Operating Account, per the letter from the Hospital Board, dated September 25, 2008.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Parker.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Fousek, Nelson, Parker, Buckman, Schutte



Nays: None, motion carried.

Hospital R&E Funds Transfer passed and approved October 20, 2008.

APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE #08-10-6: (Tape A1365-1407)

Mayor Schutte read by title the First Reading of Ordinance #08-10-6.

The Mayor advised the Council that this entire appropriation was for payroll.

Mayor Pro-Tem Buckman made a motion to place on Second Reading Ordinance #08-10-6, in the amount of 
$220,993.43.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Parker.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Nelson, Parker, Fousek, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Mayor Schutte read by title the Second Reading of Ordinance #08-10-6.

Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve Ordinance #08-10-6, in the amount of $220,993.43.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Parker.

Roll Call of Votes: Ayes: Parker, Fousek, Nelson, Buckman, Schutte

Nays: None, motion carried.

Appropriations Ordinance #08-10-6 passed and approved October 20, 2008.

REMARKS – CITY MANAGER AND CITY COUNCIL: (Tape A1408-2000, B1-B159)

City Manager Haugland:
1. On Friday he will make it public that Paul Tribble is being promoted to Assistant Fire Chief.
2. At the next Council Meeting on November 3, he hopes to have the new Director of Public Utilities on board.

Mayor Pro-Tem Buckman:
1. Asked the Public Works Director how come the new drug store has no protection against dirt run off in the 

back of the building. Chad Birdsong advised that he is meeting with person in charge to correct this.  He 
further stated that there is no sediment to leave site.

Councilman Nelson:
1. Stated that last year MODOT agreed to re-stripe the street going up Job Corps Hill.  The stripe is in the center 

of the street and due to parking on the right side of the street, this makes the right lane only about half 
size.  MODOT was to re-stripe this street making two equal lanes of traffic.  They re-striped the street but 
put the stripe back in the same spot.  Asked the Director of Public Services to contact them and inform 
them this was not done correctly.

Councilman Fousek:
1. It is very important that Public Works talk to the owners of the car lot and owners of the Mill Inn regarding the 

streetscape at Thompson and #10 Highway.
2. He is scared of the handicapped ramp on the corner of the church since wheelchairs have to roll out in front of 

truck traffic.  Asked the Public Works Director to take a look at this.

Mayor Schutte:
1. Father Larry Speichinger, founder of the Good Samaritan Center, has passed away.  He was a great community 

leader.
2. The Hospital Dinner will be Saturday night.



3. December 1, 2008 will be yard waste pickup.
4. The Steering Committee met again and had a great response.
5. There is a “Quilt” show at the museum.
6. What is the status of the water tower on No. 69 Highway.
7. The Waffle House opened today.
8. Asked for the City’s holiday schedule.  She was informed that the City will be closed Thanksgiving Day and 

the day after.  On Christmas, the City will be off on Thursday and Friday.
9. Would like for the Council to have a schedule of the Boards and Commissions meetings for next year.

With no further business at hand, Mayor Schutte adjourned the Regular Council Meeting at 7:05 PM.

ATTEST: _________________________________
CAROLYN SCHUTTE, MAYOR

___________________________________
FRANCES SMITH, CITY CLERK


