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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Meeting Summary 

October 13, 2021, 5:00 p.m.  

Item 1.  Call to Order 

Chairman Bissell called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m. 

 

Item 2.  Roll Call 

PRESENT:  Betty Bissell, Rick deFlon, Sylvia Eales Marilyn Gerdes and Dennis Hartman. 

ABSENT: David Adams and Darryl Couts 

PUBLIC PRESENT:  None 

STAFF PRESENT:  Melinda Mehaffy Economic Development Director, Sonya Morgan Mayor Pro-tem, 

City Council Liaison, Laura Mize, Neighborhood Specialist, Logan Sours, Planner and Lisa Morgan 

Administrative Assistant Community Development. 

Item 3.  Approval of Meeting Summary – September 08, 2021 

 

Commissioner Gerdes made a motion to approve the September 08, 2021 meeting summary with the 

vote on page 3 being changed to Approved for 522 Elms Blvd. 

Commissioner Hartman seconded the motion. Motion Carried. 

 

Vote:  Motion passed 5-0-0 

Yes:  Commissioners:  Bissell, deFlon, Eales, Gerdes and Hartman. 

No:  None 

Abstain:  None 

 

Item 4. Comments from Visitors: None 

 

Item 5.  COA’s administratively approved since last meeting: None 

 

Item 6. COA: HPC-21-031 - An application by Brittni Blaser for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 

exterior alteration by replacing a door on the north side of the building as well as signage at 216 Spring 

Street. 

 

Chairman Bissell asked for the staff report. Mr. Sours presented the information as listed in the staff 

report. 

 

Commissioner Gerdes asked where the wall signs will go. Mr. Sours said they will go next to the doors 

for each area, and they will be smaller signs. What the commission will be considering tonight is the 

character of the signs. 
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Chairman Bissell said the signs should not be attached to the stone. We need to have the dimensions and 

the size of the signs and how they will be affixed to the structure. 

 

Commissioner Eales the garage is behind the building and would now be used for storage. Mr. Sours 

that is correct. They have already started the work and put the size in for the door, just seeing how we 

can go forward. The photo shows the wooden colored door they will be using. Also likes the sign that 

will be out front of the building. 

 

Ms. Mehaffy said we could continue the signage until we find out the location and how the signage will 

be affixed to the building. Mr. Sours can see how it is lacking in detail and we can go back to the 

applicant for more details.  

 

Commissioner deFlon if they connect two feet above the awnings should be okay. 

 

 

Commissioner Hartman made the motion to approve the garage door only at this time and the rest would 

be continued to a later date for Case No. HPC-21-031 at 216 Spring Street. 

Commissioner deFlon second the motion. 

 

Vote:  Motion Approved 5-0-0 

Yes:  Commissioners: Bissell, deFlon, Eales, Gerdes and Hartman. 

No: Commissioners: None 

Abstain:  None 

 

Item 7. Comments from Staff: 

Ms. Mehaffy: 

The Wyman is having asbestos testing yesterday and today and is on the National Historic listing. 

We will also be doing another grant for asbestos testing at 411 Ash which is the old Isley School 

it is on the market for $130,000.00 and will require testing.  

The demo on the Fowler Inn is complete we are sad to see it go but it’s much safer now. 

The Royal Hotel next step is a post depravation hearing trying to schedule that for the 28th or 29th of this 

month. Which we testify of the steps we took during this process and it was correctly done. 

Kim & Gary Sanson have started working on 409 E Broadway. Gary has applied for a Neighborhood act 

tax credit. They think the project will take 18 months to complete. 

We are also getting some asbestos testing for the ticket house, 508 and 703 Summit St and then demo 

them.  

 

Sonya Morgan it is the City’s responsibility for the demo of these properties. 

 

Chairman Bissell heard that Ray’s Diner has sold. Ms. Mehaffy said that it has sold and the new owners 

have said they will not be changing it and will be living in the apartment on the back side of the 

building. And they are working with a local contractor. We will send them a letter letting them know 

they are in a Historic District. 

 

Mr. Sours 424 South Street that Betty asked us to check is outside of the Historic District. 
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Ms. Mehaffy we are meeting tonight after this meeting to go through the maps to make sure we are 

stating this correctly. Not sure we have all the boundaries correct. 

 

Mr. Sours asked the commissioners to turn in their resumes for the CLG report to Lisa. 

 

Ms. Mehaffy spoke about the Save America’s Treasures grant for this building was intended to fix the 

doors, tower, repair seal and clean the north and west side of the building, fix the concrete under the Hall 

of Springs, stair repair outside. We have discovered a structural issue and the money will need to go 

toward the structural repairs now, so it’s not going to look pretty, it’s not something we are going to be 

able to show people. But it is essential to repair the building. Not sure we will have money to put the 

Hall of Springs back like it was. Once the work is done we will apply for another grant to do the work 

we originally wanted to do.  The next issue is the front lawn and it’s in worse shape than the Hall of 

Springs, we are looking at what we can do. There is another grant called the BRICK grant and we will 

be working on that. Right now no one can go in the well room. 

The Hall of Trees and the Mayors Christmas Tree will not be happening this year because of the Hall of 

Springs and front lawn being closed to the public. 

 

Commissioner deFlon asked if the structural repair will be done from underneath. Ms. Mehaffy yes. 

 

Chairman Bissell asked if the water bar will be able to open back up. Ms. Mehaffy hopefully eventually 

but not sure depends on if we can come up with the money. 

 

Commissioner Eales There needs to be some sort of display letting people know what is happening with 

the Hall of Waters otherwise we will be getting calls asking what is going on. People need to understand 

that it is worth preserving.  We need to do something for the Hall of Trees once you don’t have it, it’s 

hard to get it back. It is a draw for tourist. Can we move the Hall of Trees or has anyone had any other 

ideas for the holiday season. Ms. Mehaffy said DEP would be looking into that. 

 

Mr. Sours: Mr. Sassone is working on his building and the work is looking good. 

 

Sonya Morgan said she signed up for the infill design class that were in the email that Lisa sent out. 

 

Item 8.  Comments from Commissioners: None 

 

Item 9.  ADJOURN 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:51 p.m.  

 

The next meeting of the Commission is November 10, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Meeting Summary prepared by Lisa Morgan, Administrative Assistant, Community Development 


